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ANSW ER 


To a Letter writ by 


Mijn Heer Fagel 
PENSIONER 
To the States of Holland and WW. eft-Frieſland, cons 
cerning the Repeal of the Penal Laws and Teſts. 


This may be Printed, Ja. Vernon. 


My Lara, 

Was ſo much ſurpriſed to ſee a Letter appcar in Print, in Janzary laſt, Er- 
tituled A Lettcr writ by Mijn Heer Fagel, Pexfioncr of Holland, 10 Ar James 
Stewart Advocate, giving an accormt of the Prince 4a Princeſs of Oranges 
thoughts concerning the Repeal of the Teſts, and of 145;e Penal Laws 5 that re- 
flecting on my own meauneſs, with the far different figure that your Lordſhip 


makes in the World, and withal conſidering the remotcneſs of the occaſion given ' 


for that Letter, the high and tender import of the mattcrs therein treated, with the 
obvious Singularity of ſuch a forraign Interpoſition, beyond all ordinary Lincs and 
Rulez, I was, at firſt inclined to diſ-believe my own Eycs. 

True it is, that after my return into England in Jaiy laſt, I was fo well faticfcd 
with what I obſerved of his 277e/ries ſincere Intenticu, and Ntcady Reſoluiton, to 
perfe& the Settlement of our Religious Liberty by a Legal and Perpetual Eftabliſh- 
ment, (which 1 doubted not would calm the late violent Diſtractions of tic: 2 
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For this end, having obtained leave to write to a private Friend, who T jud ved 
might have opportunity _to repreſent any thing 1 conld fay, to the beſt ad vantage, 
I did by ſeveral Letters "directed to him (for to your LForaſhip I neither ſent nor 
girected any, as looking upon that to be a thing not only too prelumptuous, but 
alſo moſt improper, and againſt which I was exprelly cautioned) declare in what 
a different poſture I had found things in theſe Kingdoms, from what Iand others 
had believed them, while I was in Hollard ; and having in two of them eſpecially 
(the only Letters intended for communication) laid down for my ground his Ma- 
Jef ies Sincerity in all this affair, evident not only by h1s Royal Word, ' but even 
ecmonſtrable by things themſelves, I'procceded to evince by a ſew Arguments the 
Equity and Expediency of repealing both Teff and Penal Lawes, and that with a 
p:culiar regard to the Prince and Prizceſs of Orange*s interelk. | 

And beingegrieved in my ſelf at the conlideration of their Highneſſes ReluAtancy 
to the thing,and Unealineſs about it,eſpecially as to the repeal of the Te/t;and wiſh- 
ing,3s I do ſtill, that from the beginning they had complyed more heartily with his 
Afajeſfties pleaſure for the eſtabliſhing of this Liverty, and that they would yet re- 
ſolve to concnr with him in it, or that at leaft the obſtruction of their known Diſ. 
F-2t might he removed ; I adventured to add the belt perſwakives I could think on 
for that effe& ; deſiring in theend that what 1 hal written ſnauld be imparted to 
Friends, and chicfiy to thoſe at the Hagze, (whereof I hope your Lordihip is ſtill 
Oae, according tothe honour you were pleaſed to allow me while I was there ) for 
their more fall Information and Satisfaction. And this, to the beſt of my remem- 
brance, 15 the Sum and Subſtance of all I writ on that occaſion. 

To this, after ſome waiting, I had my Friends Anſwer, telling me that he had 
confer'd with you upon the Subject, and found that the Prince had already decla- 
red himſclf in theſe matters, and particularly to the Lord Albeville His Mag ſties 
Envoy ;, and that He was not to be moved to go any greater length in them than 
he had then expreſt. That Anſwer having drawn from me a Return of ſome 
more earneſt Expreſſions of my grief for ſo great an unhappineſs, I refolv'd to 
infiſt no further. Only my Friend 1inlinuating that he had ſtill hopes to get a more 
diſinitand ſatisfying Anſwer from a better hand, (tho without naming any per- 
fon) I attended the 1flue: And accordingly abont the beginning of November 
(almoſt three Montis afrer my firſt Writing) he ſent mea Letter from your Lord- 
ſhip writ in Latia, with an Englifo Verſion. 

Thoſe I received at London : And acknowledge with all humility the ſingular 
Honour you were pleaſed to do me therein ; which on any other occaſion I ſhould 
certainly have exprefied my ſenſe of, with all readineſs. But finding them to be 
| Letters dire; from your Lordſhip, (to whom I had not written) and that they 
contained an a-count of their Highneſſzs thoughts, about the Repeal of the Tefs 
and Penal Lawes, (which I had not deſired), together with your own Reaſonings 
. In jaſtifieation thereof; Both | your publick Character, and the matters treated, 
moved me to putthem immediately our of my hands, in the moſt ſafe and dutiful 
manner; reſolving rather to refer my ſelf to the knowledge that ſome perſons 
had of my ways, for clearing the miltake iaſinuated in the entry of your ps 
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(x5 if Thad prefarred to. write to yon, v5 for ſuch a purpoſe) than to purſue with 


- more noiſe an explication. of what 1 thought would proceed no further. Yet my 
Friend adviſing me, by the next Poſt after that which brought your Letter, that 
when you gave it to him, yon told him yon had given out a Copy or two to Friends 
there; And my Apprehenſions ſuggeſting that a Letter, fo diligently and accurate- 
iy writ apon To lender an occaſion, might either havea further preſpe, or at 
leaſt be further made uſe of, I immediately returned him anſwer, trat, tho I was 
confident you were far from jnterpoling in his Majefties aiiairs, by cauling any 
thing to be printed to his Diſſervice, and no leſs alinred that you would not ſuffer 
ſo obſcure a name as mine to be unneceiiarily heard -of in ſo great matters, yet I 
knew how ready ſome perſons in your Parts were to lay hold en any thing that 
might croſs his Aajejitcs purpoſe for the Eitabliſhing of this Liberty ; and there- 

fore I intreated him to uſe his utmoſt indeavours for the prevention thereof. And 

accordingly I had his return, that though he feared you wereno more Maſter of 
the Copies you had given out, yet as to my private Letters, writ ſo familiarly and 

ingenuouſly to himſelf, he wonld undoubtedly ſecure them. 

So that truly when I firſt ſaw the prized Litter above mentioned, and perceived 
by the Impreſſion that it was done in Hel!zxd, 1 did not doubt but it was done with- 
out your Lordſhips privity, and therefore laid it aſide without once Reading it. 

Put now that there 1s come abroad a new Print in your I.ordſhips name, (upon 
what provocation I know not) which plainly affirms © That you were Very earrcf ly ac 
* fred by me to write what were the Prince and Princeſs of Orange's thoughts, concern- 
ing the Repealing of the Teſt and Penal Laws, and that it was imimatcd to you that theſe 
preſſing deſires were made by his Majeſties XK rowledge and Allowance ; 1 can no longer 


forbear, for the vindication of his AZyc8ies Honour, and my own Duty, to crave _ 


leave to ſay, with all ſubmiſſion, that the diftcrence of this Account froin wkat I 
have above repreſented, (and which 1 am. ſure is true in every point) muſt of ne- 
ceſity low from ſome miſtake in the Report you have hal of my Letters. For 
ſince I did not write any Letter to your ſelf, and that my writing to my Friend 
was not out of any curioſity to know their Highneſies thoughts about the Repea- 
ling of Penal Laws and Ts, (which it is evident I already knew ſufficiently, and 
which had been, as you well fay, before particularly ſignified to the Marguiſs of 
Albeville)But for a quite different purpoſe,as I have before ingenuouſly repreſented 
It ; How could his Zfaje5ties Knowledge and Allowance be avouched by me for that 
which was not ? Ir 1s true, 1 find it faid in one of mine, That what I writ on the nine- 
tenth of July was writ nor only with Permiſſion, but accerdi1:9 to 1s Majelties minde ſuf = 
fciemly expreſſed. Ard this may alſo have been elſewhere repeated in other terns. 
Eut 1ts as true that the intent and meaning of thoſe words wes ovly to inforce ſon:e 
Arguments I had uſed for Liberty, which my Friend inclined tothink I had too con- 
idently advanced; and no wayes to aſſume tomy ſelf an authority for writing 
What I really neither had writ, nor intended to write. There bcing nothing more 
certain than that, although his Majcity might have permitted me, as he doth wary 
others, to ule my little endeavours for the advancing of his Service, yct it was ne 
"er ether thought by my ſelf, or moved to mc by eny other, to write to your 
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Lordſhip, or to any other Perſon, either in his MajeFies name, (a preſumption 
and indecency which I cannot mention without bluſhing) or in the name of any gf 
his Secretaries : Aad neither was there the leaſt neceſlity to inquire jato their 
Highneſſes thoughts in the aforeſaid matter, ſince they were already perſect{y 
known, and to none more diſtinaly than to his Majeity himſelf, as all my Letters 
Ko vcry plainly ſappole. 

Seeing therefore that this aft Print doth, in ſeveral Paſſages, intimate that your 
Letter of the Fourth of November was not only a true Letter, but Publiſhed by 
your order, (tho I know not why it ſhould infinuate as if that Letter had been 
firſt Printed in Eng/and) and that any thing relating to me 15 manifeſtly extriniick 
to the point of the reality of your Letter ; I cannot but again ia all humility wiſh 
that Toxr Lordſ;z had forborn to-preſs ſo hard upon me, for juſtifying a Publicati. 

on which evidently was a pure Act of your own free Choice, and no doubt calcylz. 
ted for a far different End than what was by me intended. 

But fince I have acknowledged that you did me the hononr to write to me. and 
that you now own the Printed Copy to be the true Copy of what. was fo writ.and 
thereby as it were call me to confider it more particularly ; I fhall no longer de. 
cline the liberty you allow me, but freely explain my thonghts upon it in all {ince- 
rity ; and ſubmit them to your profound Jadgment ; Eſpecially ſeeing it is inor- 
der to no other Ends than thoſe I formerly propoſed, and which I am perſiyaded 
You approve as much as 1 do. 

What you declare to be their Highnefſes Thoughts and Opinion, concerning 
the Repeal of the Tei and Penal Laws, as it was not the Subject of my Inquiry, 
ſo it is above the Sphere of my Confideration z only ſeeing They ſeem to be under 
no reſtraint, as to a tull compliance with. his MajeHties Defign, except from their 
care of the Security of theProre&tant Religion, I am not without hopes that, when they 
ſhall have confidered his 2Zaje#ies no lefs expreſs Purpoſe for the Eftavliſnment of 
Liberty, (the only Secular Security and Advantage that Gods Religion requires ) 
than for the procuring of the aforeſaid Repeal in order to Mens juſt Relfef, Their 
Highnelles ſecond Thoughts may yet happily advance and ripen fo fair an Ap- 
Pearance. 

But the Queſtion, as by me formerly ftated, was preciſely, ©** Whether al! 
&* Protestant D;Jenters ought not to concur with his Afajefy, by contributing thei! 
* beſt Endeavours to have the Penal Laws in matters of Religion and Conſcience 
* abrogated, and the preſent Liberty legally Eſtabliſhed agd Fixt ? And whether 
*1f his AZajrify Mould in Favour of his Roman Catbelick Subjects think fit to make 
* the abrogating of the TeF a condition of the coatinuance of his Grant of Li-' 
* berty, He ongnt not 1n this allo to be readily gratified, for ſo great a Favor . 
Now your Agreement as to the entire abrogation of all Penal Coercive Laws 15 ab 
tozether becoming your Sound Judgment and Chriſtian Charity. Your Hzlita- 
tion ſzems to bs about the Law of the Te#, and thoſe other Laws made tor Ex- 
cluding Roman Cater from Publick Truſts, and ſecuring the Prote$7 ar: Retifor, 
to th? Repeal whereof you think no Proteitant can in Conſcience conſent. ARC 

Are fa and 19: C2 91 all your Reafonings reſolves iato this ; That the Laws gt i 
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Teft ad diſabling Roman Catholicks to enjoy Pmblick Trufts eontain 0 Severities #> 
gainft thegs, nor import any wrong that any who cannot comply with their Conditions ought 
juity to complain of ; But that they were fairly mage Accor A;ng to the CuStom of ak Chri- 
flian States, and the very Natural Right of all Politick Bodies, win have ever mads Lars 
for ſecuring the publick Eitablijhed Religion, and their onn Safety, by excluding the Ent- 
mies thereof from all Publick Employments. Avxd the Law for the Teſt being of tris 
Sort, you conclude that the Repeal of it would take away aft the Security of the Proteftant 
Religion, and expoſe the Nation t5 moſt certain Danger ; Becauſe all Governors as nata- 
rally favour theſe of their own Religion ; ad the way of the Roman Catholicks is ſo UN 
equal towards Proteſtants, that it muſt be concluded they would never agree wit them 7 
the joynt adminiſtration of Publick Truſts, but would preſs his Majeſty in Conſcience nn 
they were poſſeſſed of All, even to the depriving Proteſtants of the Support of the Law, and 
Proteftion of the Magiſtrate, So that on the one hand it 1s indeed manite{t by tne 
whole ſubſtance of your Diſcourſe Thet, if the Repeal of the Teſt and Admitiion 
of Roman Cathalicks to Publick Employments do take away ail the ſecurity of th 
Proteſtant Religion,and expoſe it to Ruin;zthen no true Proteſtant ought to conient 
toit : But on the other hand it follows no leſs evideatly, That if it can be ſhewed 
that the Proteftant Religion, may be ſufficiently ſecured without the Law of the 
Teſt,and moreover that the Legal Eſtabliſhment of the preſent Libercy(as defign'd 
by his Majeſty) doth in all probability tend more to the Advantage than Prejudice 
of the Proteftant Religion , then they both may, and ought to do it. 

Bot becanſe the matters in hand do, ahoveall others, require a clexr and ſound 
minde, free from all prejudice and pre-poſſofon, aad are net to be determined by 
zeneral rules only and abſtratt notions, but. ouzht to he examined with a juft ex- 
attneſs in all their circumſtances ; Before I go any further, [ muſt 1ntreat you (ia 
the firſt place) to remember the ſolid Reflection you make in your Letter up3n the 
Spirituallity and Heavenlincſs of the Chriſtin Religion : Which I am ſure, if duly 
confidered and improved, would not only convince others, at it doth you, ofthe. 
abſurdity of all forcibie and compulſory methols for its 11vimfcement, but alſo 
compoſe and ſweeten Mens minds, an4 thereby prepare them to a more clear un- 
derſtanJing and equitable determivation of the point in Conroveriie. 

That Faith and Obedience towards God (which arz only O fr acceptable to him, 
Þ they procced froma willing minde)} con19t he conſtriine1, withour an open 
mockery of God, and vilence to the rivhits of Mon, is a 3.in ditare of Reaſon, 
which all Times and Diſpenſations have acknowle red, Bur more eſpecially that 
gentle Spirit of the Goſpel, which Chrift H often o vos and recommends,21d whoſe 
Charatters are ſo viſible in all his oven and his Apo". Practices, ſeems £2 corey rhe 
thing yet a greater length. I need not pit you i nile rt the Goforl was nat 
fent (as the Law) unto One, but nnto All © a7 -o1r Lord, by alertins bis 
Kingdom not to he of this World, doth we > 2 men tizeir Civil Rignts, 
a5 then by them poſſeſſed, hut in my oni-' {miniſtration fart!: 
than is commonly ſuppoſes from all $-c::!/ { r2at God's Choice of 
the Fooliſkneſs 2nd Weakneſs of Men © *þnedliy and expr 
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eds much of that hnmane Caution which mee have thonght fit, but never wich 
2ny Succeſs, to add to his better Counſel. But undonbtedly if any man ferianty 
ponders how th2 Goſpel at firſt jet our, and how by its own pure and. #pirites\ 
\Weapons, without any aſliſtance of men's Laws, it proſpered, «to the, Wbdting 
of the World ; an'l at the fame time call to mind that certain Truth, Chat every 
thing is beſt preſerve! by the ſame Canſes that produced it « He will hardly ye 
induced to think that theſe Excluſive Laws, which you ſay are now ſo Cuſtomary 
in all Chriſtian Kingdoms and Stare, are indeed fo neeefſary as1s imagined for 
the Conſervation and Security ef Religion. For my part, when I refle& on 
plain matter of Fatt, viz. That when the Goſpel did ab firſt get footing in Cj- 
ties or Kingdoms, and its Diſciples came afterwards to be perſecuted by the 
Government and Body of the People, ſtill Pagan, (it may be by Teſts as well as 
other Penal Laws) they did not lay the ftreſs of their Apologies upon the Truth of 
their Profeſſion (which they knew their Perſecutors rejected) but only upon their 
Civil Rights and Liberties, as Men; T cannot but think it very unjuſtifiable for 
the ſame Perſons, cr others of the ſame Perſwafion (when afterwards growa 
more numerous and powerful) to retaliate the ſame dealing to their old Adver- 
faries. But, not to preſs too hard upon theſe Excluding Laws, which I believe 
many, thinking ploully that Gods Gift deſerved their beſt care, have introduced 
in great lincerity ; I ſhall only add, that asit is evident they were never any 
where cnatted for the Preſervation of Religion, until Religion had firſt prevaj- 
ted and done its greateſt work, So the beſt Effets rhey have ever produced, have 
always bezn, either to make Hypocritical Converts, or clſe to diſtinguiſh, irri- 
tate, and unite into a Factious Obltinacy, ſuch as in probability would ſooner have 
yielded to a more equal and moderate Treatment. But the beſt of it is, That tho 
a Ruling Clergy, (the worſt of Politicians) have always been obſerved to he moit 
forward to procure ſuch Sanctions, Yet are they ſtill but Human Laws and Expe- 
dients, and therefore abſolutely at the diſpoſal of the ſame Powers that made 
them. 

But in the next place, Since you have been pleaſed to interpoſe ſo far in our 
Aﬀairs, let me now entreat you to enlaige your Thoughts a little further upoa 
our Preſent Circumſtances. The King is our Soveraign ; And his Majeſties Perſwa- 
lion and Religion, with what he hath al:caly done, and may hereafter do, as alſo 
what He deſigns to have done in Parliament touching this Liberty, arc ſufficiently 
Inown: Nor are you altogether a Stranger to the State of Relizion, the Partics 
who compoſe it, the Laws made about it, and the Effects they have produced, 
withia theſe Kingdoms. Now for my part, eartily wiſh that the Circ? of 
Exgland had always been as much Proreſtant as at preſent ſhe pretends to bez That 
now, when ſhe hath leaſure, ſhe may no leſs zcalouſly mind and cleave to her own 
No#trine, aad its ſincere Lovers, than ſometime we have ſeen her violent for her 
Ceremonies, and angry at Men that were not of her Faſhion 3 and,what cyer may 
be the iſſt2 of things, That all Prereſftant Diſſenters may always Love her more (if 
more be poſſible) for our agreement 1n Subſtanti1ls, then ſhe hath Hucd and Per- 
iecmed them for their diſagreement ia Circumſtantials. But conliderins what 
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anion ſome Men wave entertained about ihe vood Fas of theſe Penal and Fxe 
elafve Laws, And, on the contrary, what Suif21ia2s many Thenſands of Pro- 
1e4mts have inall times undergone, and ſhonl4 1.3 in all appearance have under- 
gone by them, even to their utter undoing, 1f 11s Alzjeſty had not gracioully 
rouchſafed to hinder it ; And obſerving at the ſ[1me time how improbable, or ra- 
ther impoſlible, it is that the Church of England, if 1n Power, ſhould either r0- 
main without thoſe Laws, or ſuffer thoſe Laws to remain without Execution; I 
muſt humbly crave leave to ſay, that for Ploteftart Diffenters to neglect the preſent 
oppertunity, and not to comply with his M7ajeſries Pleaſure to have them torally, 
and for ever abrogated,is, i2 my opinion, no hetter then to reject the Goodneſs of 
God, and to abandon themſelves to their Adverſaries. It hath been the fate of 
theſe Kingdoms fince the firſt beginning of our Reformation, that all Parties, Pac 
tit, Prote3tant, Prelate, Presbyterian, and Independent alſo, have 1a their ſeveral 
turns, 'both praQtiſed Perſecution and repented their doing it: And now of late 
when the laſt Scene was the blackeft, and Mens Troubles vere further hightened 
b7 their Apprehenſions of what was to come, It hath pleaſed Ged to raiſe us upa 
Trixce, Who tho He be of another Ferſwalion, and had (as all thinking Men muft 
erant) the faireſt advantage to promote it, by purſuing only thoſe Metinds which 
He found ready diſpoſed to His Hand 5 yet hath been pleaſed out of his ju 
conſideration of the true Rights of God and Man, ana his tender and fatherly 
care of: all his People, To deliver us out of Bondage, and introduce us into a 
State of Chriſtian Liberty. This as it 1$ his Majefties peculiar Glory, denied to 
all his Predeceſſors, ought the rather to be cloſed withal by his People. And ſure- 
ly we are not juſtly blameable, if neither the unhappy Relicks of old Prejudices, 
nor preſent Jealonſies, nor even future Hopes, do hinder us from embracing the 
preſent oppertunity of ſecuring to our ſelves and to our Pofterity ſo great a 
Biclling. 

The greateſt part of what Ihave here ſaid I know you will readily aſſent to, 
an that it is only the Law of the Teft, (which you judg to be both righteous and 
neceſſary) that you would have ſtill maintained. And therefore (referring my 
full Anſwer upon that head to irs proper place) | ſha'l only here again put you in 
mind that the Kg is onr Soveraign, whoſe power gocs far, both as1o the beſtow- 
Ing of Publick Imployments, and allo as to the continuing or reftraining of our 
preſent Liberty at his pleaſure ; That it is to me unaccountable how any Proteſt ane 
ſhould think the enjoyment of our preſcnt Liberty not to be more valuable than all 
onr excluſive Laws ; and that, as Il baveahove given a hint of my own ſence of 
al ſuch hnman Cautions, © 1 hope it w13!] ea'ily be made appear, that there is nei- 
ther that Security in the Teff, nor Danger ir its Repeal, whick ſome Men, preten= 
Ling ia ſhew to keep up the Teſt againſt Roman: Cartbolicks, but intending in reallity 
to keep up the Penal Laws againſt Proreſ).c,m Df nters, would gladly have you azd 
ther Strangers to believe on their bare aerticn. 

But further yer, 1 would again humbly beſe:h you to obſerve, that it is not a 
imple Repeal of Tefts and Penal Laws that his A*j'ſiy propoſes, but really and 
principally the Eſtabliſhment of au equal and fair Liberty 3 which is the only 
| Secular 
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Be ft /fvantare, af 1 bavenireadp ſaid, that { frte Relioion requires. Mey ttt 
ordiacrily 5 the Repenl of Tefrs aud Pon f.4ws, 24S if that were The ©31y thing 
intend<6 And therevpon thar Minds air immediately over-clyn ied 91 
this Fi "<j+ dice Fhat rhe Protefiant Religion m11ft weeds ve thtreoy dive eſtes f 
all Loga: Security, VWereas ON THE "oth er Band, if they would take notice how 

carefel Hu Maijcf ty _ Pegn 1n His on Tvoclamaries, and in His Anſwer to moi 
of tre Adercfes o to dcclare fmiclt for ſuch a juſt and ſecure Liberry of Conſcieace 


a3 My {or CVer ITE 0s tice from Perſecati 140ns and Impokſtions, and how, in His 11s 
Proclamai; 021 Of the Twenty feventii of April laſt, He publifheth his Reſolution +; 
uſe is vimeſt indeavours, ©* 76 cſtabl:ſh Liberty of Conſcience on ſuc juſt and vol 
& Foundations 4s Wh renarr it maditer a. bo ard ſecure to all People the free exerciſe of they 

& Religion for ever ; They might exiuly reſt {atisfhed that the Proteitant Religion | is 
to loſe none of the Securit; y ſhe now enjo/s, by all that is intended ; fave only the 
power of Perſecution and Impoſing upon others, which you your ſelf do Cop 
demn. | 

It is true, you think the impoſing of Tci7s upon all Perſons in publick Imploy- 
ments 15 no "undue Impelition. But whether it be ſo or not, and whether the Lav 
of the Te? bethat great and imdiſpenſible Security of the ProreZtant Religion whic! 
you indeavoar to make it, I fall now go on te conſider. And hecaule in eff: 
nothing can be added to vrhat hath been ſo fully ſaid,and often repeated, by others, 
on this Subject, I ſhall do it with all poſſible brevity. 

You ſay then againſt the Repeal of the Law of the Te, and other excluſive 
Laws; Firſt, That they contain no nnjuit Severity. Secondly, That ſuch Laws are a- 

revable to the Right and Rules of al Kingdoms and Civil Societies, and ave uſed i al 

Chriſtias Kingdoms aid Common Whalths, And Thirdly, That they are the chicf Sccu- 
rity of the Preteitant Religion m7 theſe Kingdoms, ana that the taking them a: wa 
world expoſe bers the Proteſtant Religion and the People of theſe Kingdoms to Derg: 
and Rin, 

As to the firſt, whether the excluſive Laws contain any unjuſt Seve rity, I ſhall 
not much contend. It 1s KnOWn that within theſe few Years we have had in Ernr- 
land Tefts of ſeveral Faſhions, and for divers Perſwalions, and that ſome of t!:in 


have been fo ſevere as to throw Men not only out of Publick Imployments, but 
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out of thetr private Callings, and ſo deprive them of their Daily Breas. 


may alſo adventure to ſay that, all things dnly weighed, Thoſe Pen Fe "1s 44 


political Teits have, in our real Experience, heen more prejudicial to the 


rTP IN 
creſt of Religion, and the Peace and Wel-fare of theſe Nations, than ev« _ chi 


total Repeal can, in the moft ftraincd rational Conjecture, be burtful to ether 01 


them. So ſtrange and unaccountable a thing is this humour of Teſting. 

But ſ{ceing you ſcem to confine your ſelf to the Teſt againſt Reman Catholick: 
pointed principally for the two Houſes of Parliament, 1 ſhall add more pa1ticuiar- 
ly ; Firſt, that accor ang to what I have adove touchea, £N1S aPPears tO yy, But a 
extrancous unwarranted human Cantion, and thar jt may juſtly be thought Ein 


that, after Religion had through its own heavenly Power and Methods prov Las: 


again all the human Laws | Councils, and other hinderances that ſtood in 1ts 
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Mea thonld relaps , from ſuch Divine Grounds of Confidence, to their own weak 
Contrivances, for its ſupport and continuance: And further, that, however 1mnv- 
cent you may now judg this Injun&ion to be, Take the Toft, or qzir aff prblich, Hn- 
plopents ; Yer 1 am fully affared, that, if inthe Primitive Times a Privce or other 
Mafiſtrate, turning Chriffian, had, for the better Conſervation of his Religion, 
ſet forch an EdiCt to his till Pagan Saxbjefts, commanding them to Turn from vain 
Idols to ſerve the Living ard True God,er elſe to forſaks all publick, Plascs and Trafts, He 
would have been Cendemned for it by Chriſt and all his Apoſtles. 

Secondly, That the EffeRs of ſuch Exclukons in all times have been no better than 
their Cauſes ; and that, inſtead of preſerving and ſecuring our Religion, they have 
only brought into it hypocritical and falſe Converts, or provoked thoſe that were 
rejeted to a more froward Obftinzcy, and warſe Practices, who otherwile might 
have been gained by Gertleneff and Patiexce, which arc the genuine Methods of true 
Chriffianity. 

And Thirdly, T hat thoſe who by Birth-right bave a real Title to ail the Honours 
and Privitedges of Peerage; and eyen All Men, Who, upon the like ground, 
do naturally judge, that they have at leaſt an equal right of acceſs to Places ard 
Preferments in the Soczeries whereof they are embers with others of their Degree 
and Quality, will never be perſwaded to think that there is no «»j-f# Severity in thoſe 
excluding Laws which deprive them either of their acknowledged Priviledge, or no 
leſs valuable Pretenſions. And fince you are pleaſed to tell us, That ir is their 
Highneſſes Judgment, That no Alan ſkould be itt uſed becanſe he differs from the Puvlick 
ard Eſtabliſhed Relszion, I queſtion a little how you can reconcile the depeſing of 
Peers, and civil Excommunication of all others, {which 1am fare is no good uſage) 
for not taking the Tef, toſo true and honeft a Judgment. It is eatiz for Men who 
have either got themſelyes into pnblick Places, or got above the delire of ſuch 
Places by a true Chriſtian Afortification, to ſay with you, That it i but a ſmall, if 
iraced any, Advantage to have a ſhare in the” Government. But, onthe other Hand, 
it it be conſidered that, As hundreds of Freemen can willingly confine themſelver 
to the narrow corner of a private Houſe, who yet cold not igdure to be Impri- 
{oned in a Palace ; So it is the Excluſion, eſpecially when lookt upon as Cauſele's 
and Unjuſt, that in this Csſe is really Grievous ; I am perſwaded no impartial Mz: 
wil undertake to vindicate the Laws that enatted it from a great meaſare of Ser:- 
uty. andthis I ſay from fo difintereſſed and fo unbyafled aJudgaent, thar, for ny 
own part, I fincerely proteft chat I am not only weil content with my prefent Cm- 
dition, but (if it might in any ſort facilitate his Aſfajeftses Chriſtian defign of .;- 
berty) I would alſo readily conſent that all Biſcnters, and my ſelf amongſt the r:7, 
inould-be made incapable of all the more tempting publick Imployments for ere: 

Lut for juſtifying of theſe excluſive Laws, you ſay in the ſecond place, That wry 
are agreeable to the Right and Rules of all Kingdoms and Civil Soxictics, to whom it w.4 
Fever denied to make Laws for their own ſafety, and for that end to preſcribe the Conaitte 
ns and Qualities that they judge neceſſary for all that ſhall bear publick Inip/oyments. Now 
that all Governours may and ought to make rational and juſt Laws for their ſafzty, 


and for the dye conferring of their publick Imployments, is in my mind fo little 
[ c 
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be Conbted, that it needed not at all to have been mentioned. The only Speculat?. 
CA [TOpEr for Our C. is, Whether theſe Excluſree Laws, upon the account of difference 

7i0n, be either Warcantable or Profitable. And Treg that Thave already 
told you, that they not on! ly incroach upon Mens natural and civil Rights and Li. 
beriics, the principal encs ct Government, but 49 Alſo in ſome ſort bring 2 CON 
ſtra! 1e upan the proteli 2n of the TI ruth, which ought to be moſt free, and wh: ich 
ay Aroffle EXPCelsly vill have ro ft; 1 rot in the W 1ſdom of Alan ( ſich as Pris! 
Laws and Teſts are) but jathe Porvcr of Tea, or inthe ſame ſpiritual and heavenly 
InNcans vi hereby it veas firſt Eftabliſned and 1s undoubtedly beſt Preſeryed, 1 thail 
net trouhle y C 0 yg ith Renetiiions, | ſee you add that ſuch Laws have alſo been and 


ar2 uſed inall Chritian Kingdoms and Common- Wealtas and you might as truly 
have fu! djoyned, That even Pro: efrants, when prevalent, Go by their Prafticc 


SS, 


S Kci; 


& LES 


jal one Roman Catholicks in that very Point for which they condemn them in thei; 
Diſcourſes. Evi tho I con*6 there is nothing more natural than for %en to Ft 
anxiouſly caretu! to preſet v2 v vat they eſteem, and 1n this their anxiety to 1dze 
tkeir own way the bcir, SHESENT) whea either Paſſion or Selft-intereit enicr into 
the deliberation; Yer contidering the experience we have had of the fruitlefinels of 
theſe EXCILIGNS, and that there is DOCU more »: :COIMU'S Men profeſing 'C 2 
afured that their Relizion4s Chriil's ting t \&i1gion, tan toreſt upon the {ame 5% 
tiods for 1's Co NCI VATION #hich Be, who hail the choice of all, thought only ft 

make uſe of far its Propagation z. an | COnLderiny alt, that It hath plcaſed God 9 

orcacr things, that his. Waicfry (the H Head and Fon 4in of the rail 1501 
Ell @1 CIT Perſalion f tm the main i BOUY © of thePcople,and £ 0 TIE Gul git) 


your realoning ag3lint us Ican ſcarce forbare to v;onder that \ 


f- 
C09 
) 19 


**\ 
oF it 


fair Eq 1atll i:y which He rc P9-eth, Had it been the Divine Will n at his ; Helt nd 
bis P :ople 2 hadagreed ip the ſains Profellion, itis more than | Provence that, v hat 
ever might have been his Majey ;indu!gent Diipolition the preſent pd ftion would 


1ct have been moved. Put fn nc? i 115 IS ROT OUr Caſe, and that L:3e Ning '0MN Lana (39- 
Ycroment are certainly in His Hands, I muff crave leave to 59 1 hat Your Aron 
nents fromthe Rights and Cuſtoms, and from the Providential Councils of all Go- 
Y:TOments, Makes more £<52inft you than for you; and taart 1amvery inclinable to 
believe that ifche Sovera! on Power were 45 much Roman Catbo?ice in your Provinces 
251Tis with us, It would predace ſuitable Eff2Xs. And therefore, ſince your Ar- 
PLment ratner commends 1s Mar ſtres gracious Confeicention, than any way :1t- 
prgns his Deſign, Icanno: but with that, In a matter in1T ſelf 1o invilferent, it ny 
accordingly perſwade all Men to a juſt it 206 AIR 

But becauſe the Jadifferency | here mention is that which yon can hardly bear, and 
_ the force of all yoar Refoniags lics in the third POINT, VIZ. That theſe Excl: le 
ve Laws are tne chief Security of the Proteſtant Religion, and that the takina them 4- 
way would expoſe the Proteſtant Religion, az:d the People: of theſe Kingdoms, : t9 
Dazger and Ruin, 1 ſhallnow proceed to examin more cloſely What you are picaled 

to {ay npon It : Not doubting, in the mean while, but we are fu!) 7 agreed Ta: 
the true and principle Security of the Proteſtant Religion confilts in irs b2ing tne 
wpwovable Truth of God, which if well laid to Heart would Comributo more £9 
1's 


 ---. We 
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+ Preſervation than all the Tef#s and Penal Laws im the World ; And intrea- 
ting you till to remember that IT 15 not a bare Repeal of Penal Laws and Teſts that 
his Majefty deſigns, but the fure and firm Eſtabliſhment of Liberty, (the only ſecu- 
Jar Advantage, 2s I have often ſaid, that Gods Truth requires) Which if rightly 
underſtood, and if a juſt diſtinction were made between the free Enjoyment of Ci- 
vil Righrs (the proper Objett and End of Government) ard that Livery of Con- 


ſcience in. matters of Religion, over which God has reſerved to kimfelf the incom- 


municable Kight, would quickly bring the World to the happieft State that it can 
ever attain to. Theſe things, I lay, being premiſed, I proceed to obſerve what 
you fay for making out your Allertion, vis. That the tzking avay of theſe Excluſive 
Laws wenld bring Roman Catholicks ito both Heuſes of Parlizncnt and all oiker pube 
lick Imployments; That m theſe Imployments they would not agree with Proteſtants ; Bur 
that becauſe of their eontrary Principles, Jealouſtes world ariſe,wiich bis Majeity r:ould nor 
be able to repreſs; And that there w a great difference between Roman Catholicks and 
Proteſtants, becauſe the former Exclude, Suppreſi and Perſecute, where ever they can do 
# ſafely; Andif they were admitted into Truſts, they would not only favour thiir onn 
Religion, as all Mex in Power «0, butit would not be eaſte for the King toreſijt them, be- 
cauſe they world pref him in point of C 0:ſeience z and that then Proteſtants would want 
ak Support of Law, and Encouragement from the Magiſirates. 

This wey of Reaſoning, ſo manifeftly proceeding from an over anxions Jealoufie, 
muſt needs be ſo much the leſs SatisfaCtory, in that it is obvious to all Men, how 
much that croſs and froward Humour is diſpoſed to convert the moſt proper Anti- 
dotes for its Cure, into the Nouriſhment of its Malady. 

But more particularly, Firſt, It is evident that the ſtrength of 11 objz?e9d, th 
in ſofter Expreſſions, ls Thar rbzs deſign of Liberty 75 only pretended ined. Curricel 02 jor 
the better Advancement ef Popery. Bur, ſeeing his AZziyftr hath in this matter de- 
clared the uprightneſs of his Intentions with the clo-r-ft £:d mot forcible Ex- 
preſſions, delivered with ail the binding Circumſtance - ot ztull 5 i-rance, whict 
from a Prince of his Veracity and Firmneſs may bo tft tg convince the mot 
Incredulous, and alſo confirmed the Sincerity of þi's varpoſe by 11, Evidence >f 
things incapable of any conſiſtency with the Delton {1Totted, Vo na. nice cans 
found for ſo improbable a Supg:ſtion?For it being 10 in abiy evinent'o vil confer. 
ing Men that the plain contrary %e.tods to what ++ ACaiifty row [tr :Ctifes 24 teen 
the moſt direCt and eſftectual Cacs for the Intiovurine of Fopery, and that the preſ< 
lirg and carrying on the Exccution of Peru! Zac begun to his Fland, miths : all 
human appearance have broken ard us.dove 147 Party which has in ail times boa 
jadged remoteſt from,and r-oft Opycute and 7c4%o1s againſt Porery; and 10 hevelei 
that other Party, the Church of £:5/1d, (rho ation the 4ftine of tuch an nachri- 
ſtian Perſecution, would never have been Grong enzict nar Fave hat the hexts © 
envure the like, & whole ſequacious Temper iv marters of Ne Folon failing in will fits 
Intereſt of their Livings & Nignities, may abut Yandly no ken in ovp Recor ts) 2 by 
the only feeble Defenders of Prerftarcy.alreads more then ball Bui ood Day rot 
his Majeſties Moderate and Gerorous Decportiment, fo contrary to ©{ofe Methods, for 
ever free Him from {vo foal a S4pition? This real and moſt ſeniivie Uemon@rac: 
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of his Majefties Trith and Sincerity is ſo much the more to be regarded, . in that it 
is known how His entry into the Government was fortified with the ſupprefling of 
Inſarreftions ;. which not only might hare rendred His Power more Terrible, and 
provok'd Him to greater Seyerities, but alſo might have been made uſe of to have 
involved one way or other (nonew thing in the World) a great pariof the Diſſeas 
ters in the Fate and Ruin of thoſe broken Parties— 

But, Secordly, although you ſay, There s a great difference between Roman Catho. 
licks ad Proteſtants in the buſineſs of Perſecntion, Yet 1n the preſent Controverſie, | 
maſt brg leave of You and all Prereftants to ſay, that this comes ill from thoſe of 
the Church of England, whoſe Exclufions, Supprefions and Perſecutions, (to uſe 
your own terms) all things conlidered, are in the Judgment of many ſober People 
more Unchriftian (tho perhaps not ſo Severe) than any of thoſe deplorable Intan- 
ces which you ſay are in many places abroad this Day before our Eyes. Itis true 
that Strangers, having eaſicr opportunity to know the DoCtrine of the Chnrch of 
England, agreeing with that of the beſt Pro: ants, than to obſerve their dealings 
with their Diſſenting Brethren for the rejefting of ker Ceremonies, can ſcarce think 
it poſlible that this Difference ſhould have produced io Violent a Perſecution; eſpe- 
Ciaily againſt ſuch who immediately before had done them the greateſt Service, in 
contributing ſo readily to the means of their Reftitation. And it is true allo that 
ſome of that Commuton, eſpecially in your Parts, (as appears by their late Prints) 
do endeavour to Apologize for their former Rigours and Cruelties, partly by ex- 
claiming againſt Perſecution, and partly by ſuggeſting that the late Severities uſed 
againſt Difſenters rrere ſet on Foot by a Pepiſh Parry and Defign at Court, on purpoſe 
to increaſe their Number and render them more Unquiet, that ſo the Pariiament 
might have been conſtrain'd to grant a general ſolcrarjon, wherein the Foman C.i- 
tholicks might be included ; The great Deſign of this Myſtery. But the firſt of 
thoſe Excuſes being now too late, and the other belag fali, and rikbly affeicd ; 
1 cannot bur {till witn g1at this their extraordinary Leal for the Exciafon of Koiman 
Catholicks be not a meer effe&t of their itch after their former Power and Practice 
of Perſecuting Pretef ant Difſenters ;, and withal that the Remembrance of our late 
Suferings may put Protef axes as well as Roman Catholicks in mind of their Failings, 
20 the end that all Parties may become more ſober and averſe to all manner of Per ic- 
Cut on for ever. 

Thirdly, Seeing you lay the greateſt ſtreſs of your Argument npon the hazard that 
youpretend lies in the making of Koman Catholicks capable of, and given them Ea- 
try nato publich Imployments, and particularly to take places .in both Houſes of 
Parlament, Lintreat you to obſerve, that it is evident in point ef Fact, that KRomas 
Cath2icks are already ig many Publick Imployments, and that thoſe Imployntents 
will a.ways depend, as they have ever depended, upon the pleaſyre of the P- zace 
Regnant : So that conſidering how it is with us at this preſent, any Man that 1s 
polleſed with this Fear ought rather to Rejoyce then to be Grieved at his Maj/tics 
| Celignof. Liberty 5 Becauſe it plainly carries a Relief againſt this Apprehenlicn, by 
; Ooprning a Door to Difſenting Proreſtaxts alſo to enter into ſuch Imployments, was 
are not forward to do it while the reſtraining Laws, that lic upoa them alſo, re- 
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main in force. And as his Mdajefty hath already begtn to fhew his Equality in con- 
ferring of publick lyployments as well on Difſenters as On Roman Catholicks, the tas 
king away of thoſe Laws will certainly induce Him to a yet greater Freedom) in that 
particular. Whereas on the contrary, K 1s more than probable that the refuſing to 
eratific Him In that Repeal, may, inftead of hindering Roman Catbolicks to be tar- 
ther imployed in Publick Trufts, rather provoke Him by the difobligation to i1- 
tend the thing more vigoroully ; and alſo irritate that whole Party, (who muſt ne:ds 
look npon this Denyal for the preſent as a Threating for the future) to more ex- 
traordinary and worſe Coarſes. And as to what is commonly faid, That the keep- 
ing np of the Tefi will at leaſt be a Bar to many, who otherwiſe might be tempred to 
turn by the Bait of a good Imployment ; as alſo that it will be ſome Reſtraint upon 
ſich as are adranced, and make them att moderate!y ; I muſt crave leave to 1ay, 
that the contrary is to me far more probable: For whoſoever can be ſuppoſed ca- 
peble to turn for a Place, will certainly time his turn, fo as that it may have moſt 
of Mcrit ; and conſequently will rataer ſcek to recommend himſelf by a frank reli- 
ance upoa the Kings Declaration for Liberty, than come 1n ſneakingly afterivards, 
under tac Security of the defired Repeal ; Eſpecially when it cannot be doubte1buc 
that, both by the Fundameatal Laws of Government, and alfo by the force of his 
Majeſtier Prerogative, from which no Succeſlor will willingly derogate, thoſe that 
are Or (hall be imployed are in all Events fecured ; And that at leaft it is incontra- 
vertibly as ſafe for a Man to accept of a publick Imployment as to goto a Cone 
Yepticle. 

Foxrthly, T he moſt meterial Conſideration on this Point ſeems to be mach by yo1 
negieted, viz. That we are not in the conaition of an abſulnte free choice, but nnd:r tyue 
limiicd offcr of a plain alternative, I mean, Eitver that tre preſent Liberty ſhall v2 cone 
tinuce 0n condition that the reſtraints of Teſts ve alſo taken of from Roman Citholicss; 
er elſe, if thus ve deryed, that the other ſhall at leaſt become more precartous, Now, wiee 
tlncr a true Protefiam, having the fear of God, ( as you expreſs it ) in this C91» 
juncture, and in a juft view of all our Circumſtances, may not very allowabtz think 
tat the free Liberty of the Goſpel (as being Gods way) is more valuable, as to the 
intereſt of the Protef.cve Religion, than the Excluſion of a few Roman Catbolicks 
from having place in Parliament, ( for to this narrow Compaſs we ſes it plainly 
brooght) which is but Man's way z and whether this laſt may not we!l be conſent d 
to, for the eftabliſking of the firſt, let all Impartial Men judze. You teil us, That 
If the Proteitant Difenters ſhould, npon this account, be deprived of their Liberty, 
the Roman Catholicks rc ox!y 16 blaxre for it ; Who, rather than be reſtrained fron 
having a Gare in the Government, do chuſe to have both themſelves an1 the 75 
fant Difſenters ly ſtill under the weight of the Pena! Laws. But if the prop ol 
made to the Difſenters be fair, and their Complyance not ſinful, you muſt of n2ce& 
ty grant that for them to be diſpodleſled of their Liberty (the great Conc-rnof 
their Sou!s, and the beſt Method of ſupporting true Religion) is bat poorly r- 
paired, by telling them that the Romer Cathelicks are to blame for it. 

Fiſthly, Your frequent ſuppoſing That the Roman Catholicks wif be ſtill attemprag 
'8 overturs the Protgtant Religion, and d;fnrb the Kingdoms Peace, aud that they vil 
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4<> into all plaves of Truft, and jref the Kirg in Conſcience, and give Flim ns veſt untill 
they accompliſh their Deſigns, appear to M4 19 by tov manifeſt improvements of a 
meiancholy Jealogtie. For, as Math bein ofren 3a i, 17 is not a kwmple Repcal of Pe- 
nal Laws and Teſts, but the Eftablitzmont of a3 cquil Liberty, whereby the Pro- 
reftant as well as the Roman Catholick may 3c tecired 3%ainRt all Perſecution,that his 
Majeſty defigns. So that it is not poſiivle thet you fnoald jadge the Rep.a! of the 
7:/ to bethe Licenſing of Roman Catholicks to aricript the Ruin of the Proreſt ane 
K+lizien, unleſs you think that the Proteſtant Keligion can never by Law be ſecured 
£2412 the attempts of others, if it be nor at che lame time armed with a Power to 
Pct {cute them. | | 

Sixthly, You tell ns, That Roman Catholicks are not ſhut out amongſt you from Mi. 
li'a v 1» ployments, and that it bad been hard to have done it, both becauſe the geod Ser- 
tices they did you inthe Wars, for defence of your Liberty, deſerved that Recompence ; 
ard b:c.c:ſe their Numbers being but few, any Incorventence arifing from their adriiſſin 
nicht e:ily be prevexted. Now by this you plainly acknowledge that this whole 
m<ttcr is ſubject toa Rational Deliberation, and is to be determined by the weigh- 
irg tie Coynventiencies and Inconveniencies that attend fuch an Admiſſion or Excluli- 
on, without entering into any deeper RefleCftion, about the Lawfulneſs or Unlaw- 
fuircſs thereof. And further, 1 maſt teil you, that his 2ſajcfty has not only the 
ſame Conliderations that you mention to move Him in Favour of his Roman Catho- 
Lick Subjc&s, but, all things corhdered, I think it may very well be aſlerted, that 

the :dmitting of Roman Catbolicks with you to Military Imployments is much more 
unreceflary than the admitting of them with us to place in Parliament, (upon the 
Cor ditions declared) can be dangerous ; and that if the Adventure be on this ſide 
wore hazardous, yet its compenſated with counterbalancing Advantages, that ren- 
der it much more excuſable than your unneceflary PraCtice. 

S-venthly, 1 ho you are pleaſed according to your ordinary Prudence and Mode- 
£aticn to propoſe your Fears with mnch Modeſty, yet others there are in your Parts, 
as well as here, who 1peak ont the Devices of their own Imaginations more plain- 
ly, and tel] us, 1kat if the Teſt were raken away, hu Majeſty might by a new Creation 

of Feers, and by bald Returns iuto the Houſe of Commons, get a Parliament of ſub 4 
Temper as would avſolutely forbid the Exerciſe of the Proteſtant Religion, Revive the 
8 De Comburerdo and make yet greater Alterations ia the Government, But kow 
v3in and groundleſs, to ſay no worſe, theſ: Apprehentions are may appear by v. at 
his 27:jc/ty hath zlready done in putting a ſtop to our late Perſecution; whick in 
'he epinion of mzny might have carried on that change in Religion more eff:&tuz'ly 

beceufe more ealtly and infenfivly) than the ACt De Comburendo, and all th: tircs 
vat it kirdled, Belides, whatever be the Security that Men afcribe to theſe Exc!u- 
eng Laws. it1s only from the force they have as Afts of Parliament thar it arilcs. 
Vhy then [{konld not the ſame force of a Law 2s well ſecure the Proteſtanm Rc11190% 
in 113 juſt Liberty, without the power of Perſecuting, as nov its thought to do 
wth it! And as for the Facility the King may have to $1! both KH: 


- 
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wikh Roman Catholicks, when the Teft ſhall be abrozared, Why may Hz not 


} 


as w<(!l faſt AH them in that manner , and abrogace ic afterwards ? For it 
ls 
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(15) 
ts jdzed by many to be no Iefs than a Fundamental in our Government that 
the Ki27?s Call, wita the Peoples Choice, and the Lords and Commons Aſſembiing 
thereupon with his 4ajcfres APProvation, are all the Efſentials of a Parlt2:nc. ic 3 
and that no Parliament canſo pre-eng2ge and limit another, by any A& or Oati, 
» that it can”or ACE AS a arliament until it firſt com ply therewithal. 1f ſuch a Power 
of Limitation were adinitted, Oae Parliament might, by an Oath framed tor ta: 
purpoſe, reltrai: ly Weaken, and even make void the Power of all ſucceevin;z Pars 
liaments for ev£r.v0 1o0Ng indeed as Oaths andTec/7s appointed by Atts of Parliament 
do ſtand unrepcaled, tacy are undoudtedly binding, Burt to think that Oac Parlia« 
ment can lo bind up and on eſctit e Rules to Anciner, tnat, tho 1t may repeal thz 
very Act ſo binding, -and preſct ibing, yet it hath not Power to do {otill lirft it aps 
wit it ſelf by Oath Unto the Rules prefcribed(and then perjure it felf by the Repea!) 
is an Abſurcity againſt the very Ellence of Parliaments. 

But Laftly, As matters ought not to þe ſtrained on either fide, (eſpecially when all 
things concur on his A. ijeſtics part to perſwade to 3 fairand right underRtandingg 
in order to the eltablifh.ng; of Peace, ſecuring of Right and Pro operty, and the Puts 
ting an end to our {6 unnatural and uachriſtian Per ecutions)s it Cannot be ous 
ted by any WNATving 2 Perion, thatthe preſent Security of the Proteftant Religion in 
theſe Kir gdoms doh n Kare at a] :] depend on either Penal Ls ms or Jeff's, but Priicle 
rally on his 42-j./{ics Wikiom and Moderation, cnthe Conſtitution of our Cover 
went, and on theſe juſt Argoiments for mutnal Porhearance, which our preſent Cir 
cv1:1:2nces do forc! Þ1y:1 1119; "ett roallMen, of all Parties, that ar2 capable £0 111:1C, e 
fterd their own Intcrelt, and have: not wholy abandoned the care of it. Seeing 
therefore thor it remains CvIcent, [TOM y. i t hath DCen 2a:Q, that all theſe Exclaive 
Laws upon account of Religion, however : £3] they may 5: Cailed, are na ways 
Evangelical ; andthiat thou, h the y way ba: = een at firſt plou:!y intended for Tae 
£ 


, 
1 


Conſervation of Religion, and for the P1D1ck fafety, Fee 7 tne event tne; ha 'E 
always proved un} nprofia) "I an 414 litick ; And focing 2119 that a all the Jeal u't2s 
{9 induſtriouf ly raiſed to 070% his Majcſties preſent Deiign of Liberty are lafficie 


4 
ently removed, not rely Dy the atiarance of his Roa \\ / ord, aid ho manifet en- 
eagement of his Honour, but by thc Fi Temes 'e Eviugace that Iyc3 in the Clrrume 
fances of things themſcives, 1 cannot but heartily with \ that all ten, «and abo7e 2] 
nelr Highnelices, may gire ther cl * nal concurrence to £00d and great a wo 
Ks | conbeſe, as you ſay, ver! natural for All Perions in Power t 70 favour h 0:2 / 
their own Religion : And this in my Opinion ought tooblige us fo make th; faire) 
conſtruction of ve] hat his NM jity Goth in behalf of thoſethat- are of his. Bar: 
mult alſo be acknoyyledoc by th:it it 15 2 very extiracrdinary, and a mail N7' 2 31d £6 
nerons Diſpokition, in kis M-; {r;, ro be Oeentleand indulgent to thoſe of his Sy 
je!ts that are of a Cifferen Keligioz from : 1182 And that owt 0 b2getin 23 An 1 
tire confidzzce in what he Tr wifes, and per fivace all his Subiects, of what Profyie 


ei 10ever, to reſt aflurcd bn 'h of a firm $1 PPort in the Go 42ncd L24 © Libely 
and of a favourah ic Pr: Jt TITAN In a þ Is M. 5 l es i \Ut%O! ITY. 
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” Religion, as by their Relation to his Majefty, to comply With him in this Aﬀair 
But that being a Subject teo high and too delicate for me to ingage aoy further in, 1 
will not now preſume toradd any thing further upon it. 
My Lord, having thus faithfully repreſented to you ſuch thoughts as have occur'g 
to my mind upon the peruſal of your Letter, I judge it not needfal nor decent for 
me to enter into further particulars ; As how this Liberty may be cſtabliſhes, to all 
' theIntents and withal the Advantages above mentioned. But, in wy humble Opt. 
nion;. his Atajefiecs Proclamations of the fourth of April 1687. And of the twenty 
fourth ef April laft, are a very exccllent Fonadation for that Work ; which 1 with 
were compleated by a Parliamentary Ratification, to the vindicating of the Divine 
Right of Religion and Conſcience from all Human Impoktions. the copfirming of 
cur Peace, and the Advancement of his Afafeſties Glory and the Kingdoms Proſperi- 
ty. It is no doubt a great Undertaking to offer to fatisfie all the Jealoukes and Fears 
that, in fuch high and tender matters, may ariſe from the conflict of fo various In. 
tereſts as are concerned therein. But this ſmall Efay that I have made, being truly 
involuntary, and ſach as your Lordſhip hath in a manner extorted from me, I hope 
thoſe Confiderations will be accepted as a juſt Apology for my having thus far pur. 
ſued it in all Sincerity. And for the future tho I am firmly reſolved to med4dle no 
more in ſach Debates, Yet I ſhallalways remain, as I acknowledge my felf to be in- 
diſpenſibly obliged. 


Ay Lord, 


Edinburgh, AY Yowr Lordſhips woft Humble 
the 8th, 1688. and moft Obedient Servant 


James Sfewart, 


.ondon, Printed and Sold by Andrew Sowle, at the Three Keys, in Nag: 
Heag-Court, iz Grage-Church-Street, ever-ag «inſt the Conduit, 1685. 


